
Sunday Traditional    
Worship ï 10:00 a.m. 
on Facebook Live 

 

Saturday Praise          
Worship ï 5:00 p.m. 
on Facebook Live 

 
Wednesdays 

November 4, 11, 18, 25 
9:30 a.m. ï 3:00 p.m. 
Emergency Food Pantry 

 
Friday, November 13 

9:00 a.m. 
Session Report Deadline 

 
Monday, November 16 

9:00 a.m. 
First Press Deadline 

 
Thursday, November 19 

6:30 p.m. 
Handbell Practice Resumes 

 
Thursday, November 26 
12:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

Thanksgiving Meals To Go 
 

Thursday, November 26 
& Friday, November 27 
Church Office Closed 

 
Sat., Nov. 28 ï 5:00 p.m. 
Worship & Communion 

 
Sunday, November 29 

10:00 a.m.  
Worship & Communion 

 
Sunday, November 29 

11:00 a.m. 
Sanctuary Decorating 

First Presbyterian Church  
Experiencing the Joy of Godõs Love in Action! 

November 2020  

Happening  

This Month  

Dear First Presbyterian Church family and friends, 

What a blessing to say Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours!  It has been a year of 
the unexpected and has been full of challenges, changes and blessings.  We have 
seen our congregation weather the tumult quite well and yet the fatigue of dealing 
with COVID-19, poverty, unemployment, isolation, racial justice issues, political 
unrest and violence in our communities has been difficult on us all.   

We have experienced months of isolation from one another and the systems that 
have sustained us through the trying times of the past have had to be rethought and 
reimagined anew.  Still we have served our community well and have gather more 
ways to serve God and others than we have had in the past.  God continues to use us 
mightily in the name of Jesus Christ.   

Today we have the joy of thanking God for all the ways God has been faithful to us 
through the years.  We are indeed grateful for those who have continued to share 
Godôs love and gifts with us that have directly been passed on for the upbuilding 
and care of others.  Thank you to all who have continued their regular gifts, tithes 
and offerings to the church and for Godôs ministries at work here.  Thank you to all 
who have contributed to the West Tower Restoration project.   

Thank you to all who continue to worship with us in the sanctuary and dining room 
and in their own living rooms.  Thank you to all who continue to bring in items for 
the food pantry, school children and families.  Thank you for those who run the 
multimedia and Facebook, collect offering and prepare communion, answer the 
door and work security, prepare our coffee and iced tea on Sunday and dinners on 
Saturday.  Thank you to the cookie man who brings them for the weekend services 
every week without fail.  Thank you to those who disinfect our church each week 
and make sure regular maintenance is performed as needed.  Thank you to our 
singers, band, organist and directors and liturgists and worship leaders.  Thank you 
to those ready to step up as needed and our faithful sign changer and shoppers of 
needed items.  Thank you to our wonderful staff and all who work hard for others.  
Thank you for those undergirding our food ministries and all the ministries of the 
church. 

There are so many people who through their gifts and offerings make it possible to 
be the church we have been called to be ï The Spiritual Center of Pontiac.  This is 
exactly who you have been this year as in the past, but our community has needed 
more of you this year and more of the hope you offer to a hurting world. 

Thank you for being that this year and in the future as well.  We are beginning 
Stewardship time and we know that life is still quite uncertain but we also know that 
God has already shown us how instrumental each of you are in up-building the 
kingdom of God.  With your help people have been feed, clothed, found housing 
and love.  People have been healed through God and your prayers and others have 
found compassion and care through the hands of the faithful.  Please consider how 
God is calling you in 2021 and may we pray for the blessings yet to come into our 
midst. 

Many Blessings, 
 
 
 

 
Rev. Laura C. Kelsey  



With Our People 

Please keep the following 

in your prayers:  

Stephanie Bennett, Sharon 

Bergman, Pat Donaldson, 

Nancy Euler, William 

Fuqua, Heather Halls, Joan 

& Paul Irish, James & Joelle 

Jarrait, Steve Keith, 

Rosemarie McColl, Jane 

Page, Rosemarie Owen, Ben 

& Pat Pawley, Larry Sayre, 

Derek Spry, and  Justina 

Warren.  

Our military: Lizz Huntoon, 

Dan Miller, and Benjamin 

Walsh. 

Session Actions for November 2020 

The following actions were approved  and points of information noted at the 
October 20th Session Meeting: 

¶ Motion to approve Pastor Kelsey moving her vacation from October 10-
11 to October 24-25. 

¶ We received a $10,000 Matthew 25 Grant form the Presbytery of Detroit. 

¶ We received a substantial bequest to the Marbach Memorial Fund from 
the Minchin Family trust that was finalized. 

¶ We have been notified that the Secord Estate will be finalized soon. Tom 
Duffield will meet with the attorney to review the records and accept the 
final bequest check. 

¶ Honor Community Health has offered to hold a flu vaccination event at 
the church after service on a Sunday. The suggestion was made to also 
have one on Saturday. Pastor Kelsey will do the follow up. 

¶ Stewardship ï Tom reviewed the schedule. Using the program ñGuided 
by Gratitude and Forward by Faithò that we have used in prior years. 
Motion was made to approve the plan and timetable presented. 

Notes to the Congregation 

From Little Ava 

My sincere thanks to the members of our singing group, ñThreemendousò, 
Missy Huntoon, Tracy Morsi and Ted Owen, for their 
wonderful and totally loyal help in giving us live singing 
all summer long, and continuing into the autumn. 

We are practicing in the sanctuary and warm-ups continue 
in the Bell Room, located on the same floor, on Sunday 
mornings.  

Our Bell Choir will resume their practices On November 19th at 6:30 p.m., to 
prepare for the Christmas Season. 

Althea Doolittle 

Tom Hall 

Tom Duffield 

Steve Keith 

Carol Sweeney 

Mary Reeves 

If you would like to have 

your name on this birthday 

list, please call the church 

office, (248) 335-6866.  

Did Someone Say Christmas? 

Christmas is rapidly approaching and the 
Deacons could use your help getting the church 
ready for the Advent season. The more 
volunteers we have, the less time it will take to 
make things merry and bright! If you would be 
interested in helping, please join them on 
Sunday, November 29th, immediately 
following the 11:00 a.m. service. 

".5(#-ƕƝɯ-ÌÞÚ 

As the virus counts increase across the US and Michigan, please know that 

we are disinfecting all areas of the church regularly to keep everyone safe 

and decrease potential spread at your safe space. 

Pastor Laura  



November Bible Readings  

11-01 All Saints Day: Revelation 7:9-17;      

  Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 1 John 3:1-3;Matthew 5:1-12 

11-08   Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalms 78:1-7;  

  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13 

11-15   Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123;  

  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30 

11-22 Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100; Ephesians 1:15-23;     
  Matthew 25:31-46 

11-29 Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9;  

  Mark 13:24-37 

November 

11-07 Rev. Laura Kelsey 

11-14 Rev. Laura Kelsey 

11-21 Tom Duffield 

11-28 Rev. Laura Kelsey 

9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ 

First Presbyterian Church would like 
to thank all who have supported our 
Wednesday Food Pantry since it 
began during mid-March.  It is only 
through the generous gifts of our 
church members, PW, Deacons, First 
Presbyterian Royal Oak and a grant 

from the Presbytery of Detroit that we have been 
able to continue through this many months. 

Every week without fail we proved about 30 
families and individuals with food needed for the 
week that caters to their individual needs.  Not only 
are non-perishable food items provided, but also 
some fresh fruit and vegetables as well as some 
cleaning products and other hygiene needs.  Seniors 
and those who are not able to cook where they stay 
receive bags of food for their needs.  Tom Duffield 
does a wonderful job navigating the needs and making each bag of food one 
that also demonstrates the love of Christ. 

Please consider a donation to the food pantry.  It is one of the main ways we 
are helping our community and sharing Christôs love during this pandemic. 

Memorial Gifts 

Gifts to the memorial Fund 

have been given in memory 

of Mike Hood by Shawn 

Bargo, Dawn Brandel, 

Kamisha Scarberry and 

South Anchorage Assembly 

of God. 

Gifts to the Music Fund 

were given in memory of 

Corenna Aldrich and Lora 

Armstrong by Richard and 

Nancy Euler. 

Coming Soon! 

First Presbyterian Church Flu Vaccine Days 
Sponsored and Administered by Honor Community Health 
Saturday, November 21st at 6:00 p.m. ï Choir Room 

Sunday, November 29th, at 11:00 a.m. ï Drive up (Wayne St.) 

Join us and invite your friends to receive their flu shot after 
worship either on Saturday, November 21st or Sunday, 
November 29th. 

Stay tuned for more information on the Sunday event and 
possible worship opportunities for folks to worship in their 
cars on Nov. 29, the First Week of Advent. 

For more information, contact Pastor Laura (248-335-6866). 



Sundays 10:00 a.m. ï November 2020  

 

Worship Series 
Conversations with God 

 
November 1, 2020 ï All Saints Day 

Scripture: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-5; 3:1-19    
Message: Pre-Gaming the Apocalypse  

 
November 8, 2020 ï 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Scripture: Luke 21:25-28; Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 5:8-10 
Message: How to Live with High Anxiety 

 
November 15, 2020 ï 24th Sunday after Pentecost 

Scripture: Matthew 9:1-8 
Message: Paralyzed by Polarization 

 
November 22, 2020 ï Christ the King Sunday 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Estelle Aaron 
 

Worship Series ï Prepare Ye: Ponder 
 

November 29, 2020 ï 1st Sunday of Advent 
Holy Communion 

Scripture: Colossians 3:15-17; John 1:1-18 
Message: Pondering Godôs Divine Evolution 

Saturdays 5:00 p.m. ï November  2020 

 

Worship Series 

Upside Down Faith 
 

November 7, 2020 ï 23rd Week of Pentecost 

Scripture: Colossians 2:16-23 

Message: Sharing Spirituality with Others 

 

November 14, 2020 ï 24th Week of Pentecost 

Scripture: Colossians 3:9-17 

Message: Experiencing Gratitude 

 

November 21, 2020 ï Christ the King  

Scripture: TBA 

Message: TBA 

Guest Speaker: Tom Duffield, Elder 

 

Worship Series ï Prepare Ye: Ponder 
 

November 28, 2020 ï 1st Week of Advent 

Holy Communion 

Scripture: Joshua 1:7-9; Luke 1:26-38 

Message: Pondering Conflict  

ñGuided by Gratitudeé Forward by Faithò 

COVID-19 has changed many things but here is something unchangeable.  

Although the Annual Stewardship program takes place in the fall, it actually 

points to how we respond to Godôs plans for our church year-round.  We donôt 

give of our time, talents, and treasure in order to earn Godôs grace or the 

churchôs acceptance.  Rather we give because God has already given to us 

infinite love and unconditional grace ï and we get the chance to share this love 

and grace within this community of faith.  Through each of us, God has given 

us together the means to worship and minister as a congregation over the years.  

Now is our time to continue what God has going on here. 

On Sunday, November 22, we will celebrate our commitments to support next 

yearôs ongoing ministry and mission of our church.  I hope that each of you will 

fill out a Pledge Card and either bring it to church or mail it to us, so that you 

can share in this time of celebration and commitment to continue serving God 

right here in Pontiac and around the world.  Pledge Cards, and a pamphlet 

describing all the faithful things we are doing in and through our church, will be 

mailed to our homes in early November. 



/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘǎ 

The Deacons are finalizing the plans for providing Christmas Baskets to around 20 

Pontiac families.  We will appreciate any support either with purchases of food from the 

supplied list or monetary contributions.  The children cards should be available in early 

November. You may donate the following items through the first week of December.  

Box Potatoes (or 5 lbs.)    Cans tuna or chicken    Rolls Paper Towels  

Package Pasta      Bag of Rice      Toilet Paper   

Jar Pasta Sauce     Box Bisquick/pancake mix  Box Kleenex 

Bag Sugar (5 lb.)      Bag dry beans/lentils    Toothpaste  - 1 per 2  

Boxes Cereal      Jar Jelly/Jam      Toothbrush - 1 each 

Canned Vegetables    Jar Peanut Butter     Bar of Soap - 1 each 

Canned Fruit               Bottle Dish Soap  

¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 

FPC will be providing Thanksgiving dinner as carry-out for pick up on 
Thanksgiving Day from 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m.  We will continue to deliver 
dinners to the various shelters or centers we have served in the past as well.  
Volunteers are needed for cooking the turkeys on the two Saturdays before 
Thanksgiving and then working on the day getting the food prepped in the 
morning and serving it into the carry-out containers later and then clean up at the 
end.  Please sign up using the Sign-up Genius link below: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a4ca8aa2ba2fd0-first 

IŜƭǇŜǊǎ bŜŜŘŜŘ  

¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ  

aŜŀƭǎ ¢ƻ Dƻ 


